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Despite its omnipresence in the cinquecento art,
failure has escaped the attention of most art
historians as a subject of its own merits. However,
Renaissance failures were as numerous as they
were varied, and deeply influenced the perception
of art practitioners and non-practitioners alike. The
lecture aims to offer a new way of classifying and
understanding unsuccessfulness through the
establishment of a typology of early modern
artistic failures. The establishment of such a
typology should facilitate the identification of
patterns of failure and their subsequent influence.
Failures will be divided into four main categories:
Material/Technical failure, patron-related failure,
public and/or critical failure, and failure with
oneself (i.e.: an artist overcome by a deep sense of
failure, not necessarily related to any of the factors
mentioned above). Establishing such a typology for
the Renaissance – an endeavor never undertaken
to date – should enable us to view it as a cultural,
historiographical, legal, and artistic phenomenon,
and suggest a diversified yet well-structured
matrices of failure.
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